
by Kevin Rincon
With guitarist/vocalist Brian Setzer,

Slim Jim Phantom on drums, and Lee
Rocker on the double bass, the Stray
Cats are ready to perform again. After
15 years since their last performance
in the US the three men are set to go
back at it this summer. The tour is
in support of their upcoming live CD
Best Of The Stray Cats Live, and DVD
Rumble In Brixton, set to be released
this Fall. The CD will feature one new
song from the band.

Forming in 1979, the band worked
to put rockabilly back on the map.
They were able to fuse hillbilly, jump
blues, and western swing together.
Following their self-titled debut in
1981 they scored three singles and
became a big hit overseas. In 1983
they put out two albums, both of which
reached Billboard’s Top 200 list, with

Rant And Rave With The Stray Cats
reaching as high as 27. From 1984-
1989 the band went through a small
breakup, reuniting in ‘89 for one more
album.

During their breakup, Lee Rocker
and Slim Jim Phantom joined to form
the band Phantom Rocker And Slick
as they were joined by former David
Bowie guitarist Earl Slick. Brian Setzer
pursued a solo career as The Brian
Setzer Orchestra.

The tour began last week and
they’re scheduled to perform in our
area at The Borgata in Atlantic City
on July 21 and at Nikon@Jones
Beach Theater in Wantagh, NY, on
July 22. Alongside the Stray Cats will
be ZZ Top and The Pretenders.

For more info, go to straycats.com
or myspace.com/straycats.

by Stephanie Keller
For the past few years, the

illegitimate product of Lou Reed
and Bob Dylan has been a slowly
rising indie pop sensation around
the country. The babyfaced Ben
Kweller is heading back out on tour
this summer to foster his ever
growing popularity. Kweller will
be performing with Guster at
Starland Ballroom on July 29.

With stars in his eyes at a young
age, Kweller left high school to
pursue music for the long haul while
in the short lived band, Radish.After
their dismemberment, Kweller went
off the beaten path, producing music
at home on his computer which
eventually became his first EP.Soon
enough, the musical boy wonder
signed to Dave Matthews’(yes, that
Dave Matthews) start up label, ATO

Records, and the rest is history.
Three full-lengths, countless shows,
and a Smashing Pumpkins tribute
song later, Kweller has found that
he can indeed hold his own against
contemporaries like The Strokes,
Nada Serf, The Moldy Peaches,
and his mentor, Dave.

Kweller’s latest release, Ben
Kweller, showcases a newfound
maturity, a step above the string of
suppressed indie-pop songs we
have come to expect.He’s bringing
back old school rock, with a guitar
in hand and a smile on his face.

Starland Ballroom is located
at 570 Jernee Mill Rd. in
Sayrev i l le,  NJ. T ickets  are
$ 3 0 . The show begins at  7
p.m. Visit starlandballroom.com
and myspace.com/benkweller for
more info.

s
c
o
re

s
 fo

r 
th

e
 w

e
e
k

spotlight ongig
watch

7/26—Dead Rock West, Mercury
Lounge, New York, NY

7/26–Maylene & The Sons Of
Destruction, School of Rock,
Hackensack, NJ

7/28—Sonic Youth, McCarren Park
Pool, Brooklyn, NY

7/27—Creedence Clearwater
Revisited, Solberg Airport,
Readington, NJ

7/27—Second Dan, Crash Mansion,
New York, NY

Swingin’ On Back

by Stephanie Keller
Mia Dyson may share her last name

with top of the line vacuum cleaners,
but this young beauty hardly sucks.
Soulful, yet gritty, Dyson may look like
a girl but can run with the guitar boy’s
club and soon enough may be leading
the pack.Mia Dyson will be playing Mo
Pitkin’s in NYC on July 31.

Hailing from the land down under,
Dyson has become one of Australia’s
leading ladies. Touring nonstop with
icons such as Ani DiFranco and Eric
Clapton in her homeland, the 25-year-
old guitar goddess is poised to make
it big in the US.With the release of her
2005 sophomore album, Parking Lots,

Dyson found herself thrust into the
spotlight.Winning an ARIA Award (the
Australian equivalent of the Grammy
Awards) for Best Blues and Roots Album
as well as a nomination for Best Female
Artist, Dyson was brought to the forefront
of her genre, and people stateside
began to take notice. Headlining a full
US and Canadian tour this summer,
the prissy female pop stars better watch
out because the blues are back, one
guitar strum at a time.

Mo Pitkin’s is located at 34 Ave. A.
The show begins at 9 p.m. Tickets
are $10 in advance and $12 day of
the show. Visit mopitkins.com or
myspace.com/miadyson for more info.

mia dyson

by Justin Hess
The HERE Arts Center will be

presenting “The American Living
Room,” an emerging art festival,
from July 26-Sept. 2. That’s 38
days of performance art, media
collision, puppetry (for real), dancing
and music. It sounds like a lot to
take, but they make it easier by
letting you sit on couches while you
watch.

The American Living Room
(TALR, if you like) has been running
for 18 years and holds the distinction
of being both the first and the longest
running festival of its kind. Each
year the award-winning HERE Arts
Center showcases the newest works
of their emerging artists in a week-
long extravaganza that sets itself
apart from other art organizations’
extravaganzas, most obviously by
providing spectators with comfy
chairs and couches (and booze,

allegedly).While enjoying the soft,
fluffy cushions and maybe some
suds, attendees are treated to one
of a variety of works that they
probably would not see if they just
stayed in their actual living room.

This year’s festival features
Caged, a short animation by Tim
Sweeney that runs throughout the
festival, and more than 20 other
productions that will show for two
days each. These works proudly
emerge from the unconventional
side of the artistic world and can be
expected to intrigue and inspire with
art forms that are both familiar and
esoteric, often at the same time.

The HERE Arts Center is located
at 145 Sixth Ave. between Spring
and Broome.All shows start at 8:30
p.m. Tickets will be $15, or $10 if
you’re a donor. Visit here.org for a
full schedule of events and other
information.

On His
Way Up

Take The
Edge Off

the american living room

ben kweller
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